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• Public Participation shall be in accordance with Section 286.0114 Florida Statutes. 

• Other matters of concern may be discussed as determined by the Committee. 

• If you wish to obtain more information regarding the agenda, please contact the City Clerk's Office at 386-986-3713. 

• In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons needing a reasonable 
accommodation to participate in any of these proceedings or meeting should contact the City Clerk at 386-986-3713, at least 
48 hours prior to the meeting. 

• It is proper meeting etiquette to silence all electronic devices, including cell phones while the Committee Meeting is in session. 

• Any person who decides to appeal any decision of the Committee with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will 
need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose, may need to hire a court reporter to ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

NOTICE: This meeting is being audio recorded for public record and transparency. 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Chair O’Brien called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

B. ROLL CALL 

Deputy City Clerk Alison Palmer called the roll. All members were present. 

C. APPROVE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 3, 2025, COMMITTEE MEETING 

Motion by Vice Chair Mitrano, and seconded by Committee Member Martin, to approve the November 
3. 2025, Minutes.   The motion passed unanimously. 

D. CHARTER REVIEW –ARTICLE VII (ELECTIONS), ARTICLE VII (COUNCIL DISTRICTS), AND ARTICLE IX 
(GENERAL PROVISIONS), ARTICLE X (SEVERABILITY) 

Dr. Dumont presented a summary of the November 3. 2025, meeting.   
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Public comment #1 
Jeani Duarte commented on changing the language regarding electors and registered voters. Ms. 
Duarte provided documents which are attached to these minutes. 

Committee Member Martin and Vice Chair Mitrano responded to public comment. 

Dr. Dumont provided an overview of Article VII section 6 on Elections. The Charter Review Committee 
held discussion on section 6.   

Public comment #2 
Chantal Preuninger asked about write-in candidates. 

Jeani Duarte asked about primary ballots based on registration. 

Dr. Dumont, Committee Member Martin, and Karen Sousa, Deputy Supervisor of Elections and 
committee alternate, responded to public comment regarding primary ballots, qualifying as a write-in 
candidate, and Florida Statute. 

Dr. Dumont continued the review with Article VII, canvassing boards. 

Public comment #3 
Jeani Duarte asked about the canvassing board processes. 

Dr. Dumont and Committee Member Martin responded to public comment. 

Dr. Dumont continued the review with Article VIII district boundaries. 

Public comment #4 
Jeani Duarte discussed district and at-large representation. 

Chantal Preuninger asked about district boundaries and proposed changes. 

The committee resumed discussion of Article VIII, district boundaries, and district versus at-large 
representation. 

Dr. Dumont reviewed Article IX, General Provisions. 

The committee held discussion of Article IX reference to section 10 (2) b and 9 (2) b.   

Public comment #5 
Chantal Preuninger made suggestions regarding the date. 

Jeani Duarte commented on changes to the charter being put on the ballot, a prior referendum, and 
the 2028 election. 

Tony Amaral addressed earlier comments regarding delaying action because of council member 
turnover, and small changes versus substantive changes on the ballot.   

Karen Sousa commented on voting on a primary ballot versus the general election ballot. 
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Donna McGevna suggested memorializing naming alternates to the charter review committee in the 
charter. 

Dr. Dumont and the committee responded to public comment and resumed discussion of Article IX 
initiatives and referendums. 

Public comment #6 
Chantal Preuninger discussed timelines and 10% requirement. 

Jeani Duarte commented on the 10% requirement and time limits. 

Tony Amaral suggested 60 days for the time limit, and not restricting ordinances and only making 
changes during the next general election. 

Chantal Preuninger spoke again on referendums and ordinances. 

Dr. Dumont and the committee responded to public comment and resumed discussion of Article IX.  
The committee will ask the City Attorney for a list of things that cannot be moved forward through 
initiative and referendum. 

Dr. Dumont continued review of Article IX section 4 districts. The committee held discussion on 
districts, and moving and/or streamlining sections on districts and districting into Article VIII.   

Public comment #7 
Jeani Duarte asked about redistricting and census data. 

Chantal Preuninger asked about Article VIII. 

Dr. Dumont and the committee responded to public comment and continued review of Article IX 
section 4. 

Public comment #8 

Karen Sousa commented on commission members being registered voters. 

Tony Amaral discussed Article XI (4) (f) redistricting ordinance. 

Dr. Dumont and the committee responded to public comment and continued discussion of Article IX 
and Article X on severability. 

Dr. Dumont discussed next steps and will prepare a draft report for the committee for discussion at the 
December 1 meeting.   

E. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Public comment #9 
Tony Amaral suggested separating clerical issues from substantive issues in the draft report. 
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F. DISCUSSION BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS OF MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

There were none. 

G. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by: Alison Palmer 
Deputy City Clerk 
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